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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



The amendment filed on 4 June 2003 is noted and made of record. 



2. 



Claim 12 has been cancelled as per applicant's request. 



3. 



Claims 1 through 1 1, and 13 through 16 are presented for examination. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 



4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4 June 2003 has been entered. 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1 through 9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
United States Patent No. 5,669,040 to Hisatake, hereinafter Hisatake. 

7. As per claim 1, Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus, comprising: 

8. means for setting a condition of a job which is directed to a pausing job (Figures 6, 7 



[blocks U12a] } 8 [blocks U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11,12 
[block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48- 
53; column 13, lines 15-20); 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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9. means for making an execution of such a job satisfying the condition pause in response to 
a predetermined event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9 } SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 
28 [blocks S102, S104, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; column 16, lines 1 1-23); 

10. means for displaying the pausing job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block 
Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); 

1 1 . means for specifying at least one job among the displayed jobs (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks 
U12a, U12c], 9 [block SU4], 10 [block SU27], 14 [block U34c], 16, 23 [block S04], 25 [block 
U25c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, line 62 to column 14, lines 17; column 15, 
lines 20-33); 

12. wherein the job execution control apparatus is configured for executing a plurality of jobs 
in a parallel manner and is further configured for pausing at least one of the plurality of jobs 
independent of the remaining plurality of jobs (Figures 22 [block S14], 23; column 14, lines 42- 
60; column 15, lines 32-49). The pausing of a job is directed to stopping a current print state and 
putting it into a wait state, the wait state being equivalent to pausing in response to a 
predetermined event. 



13. Regarding claim 2, Hisatake teaches a means for stopping the specified job (Figures 7 
and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block U34b], 16 [block U34b], 
25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 15-20). 



Application/Control Number: 09/389,299 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2131 

14. With regards to claim 3, Hisatake teaches a means for restarting the specified job 
(Figures 7 and 8 [block U12c], 9 [block SU6], 10 [blocks SU22, SU29], 14 [block U34c], 16 
[block U34c], 25 [block U52c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, lines 15-20). 

15. As per claim 4, Hisatake teaches that the condition of the job which is directed to the 
pausing job is specified by a kind of the job (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks LI, L2, L3, L4], 14 [blocks 
U31, U32, U33, U34e]; column 17, line 45 to column 18, line 5). 

16. With regards to claim 5, Hisatake teaches the condition of the job which is directed to the 
pausing job is specified by a parameter of the job (Figure 27 [block U72b]; column 13, lines 30- 
62). 

17. As per claim 6, Hisatake teaches the pausing job displaying means displays only the 
pausing job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 11, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 
26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39). 

18. As per claim 7, Hisatake teaches the pausing job displaying means also displays jobs 
other than the pausing job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 
24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39). 
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19. Regarding claim 8, Hisatake teaches the predetermined event is an instruction input 
operation from the user (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a], 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, 
SU33], 12, 22, 28; column 13, line 56 to column 14, line 17). 

20. As per claim 9, Hisatake teaches the means for setting an additional condition under 
which the job pauses in addition to the condition set by the condition setting means (Figures 7 
and 8 [blocks U12a], 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12, 22, 28; column 13, 
line 56 to column 14, line 17). 

21. As per claim 1 1 , Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus comprising: 

22. means for storing a first condition satisfied by a job which is stopped without any 
restriction in response to a predetermined event and a second condition satisfied by a job which 
pauses in response to the predetermined event (Figures 6, 7 [blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, 
L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11, 12 [block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 
25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48-53; column 13, lines 15-20); 

23. means for stopping the job satisfying the first condition in response to the predetermined 
event (Figures 7 and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block U34b], 
16 [block U34b], 25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 15-20); 

24. means for making the job satisfying the second condition pause in response to the 
predetermined event (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks U12a], 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, 
SU33], 12, 22, 28; column 13, line 56 to column 14, line 17); 
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25. means for displaying at least the pausing job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 
[block Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21- 
39); 

26. means for designating at least one job from the displayed jobs to stop, or restart the 
designated job (Figures 7 and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block 
U34b], 16 [block U34b], 25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 
15-20); and 

27. wherein the job execution control apparatus is configured for executing a plurality of jobs 
in a parallel manner and is further configured for pausing at least one of the plurality of jobs 
independent of the remaining plurality of jobs (Figures 22 [block SI 4], 23; column 14, lines 42- 
60; column 15, lines 32-49). 

28. As per claim 13, Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus, comprising: 

29. display means provided with a touch panel function, for displaying information related to 
one job that is being executed (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block Ul 1], 11, 14, 16, 
24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); 

30. means for displaying a button for instructing a stop of the one job on the display means 
(Figures 7 and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block U34b], 16 
[block U34b], 25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 15-20); 

3 1 . means for stopping the one job when a touch operation is carried out with respect to the 
displayed button (Figures 7 and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 
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[block U34b], 16 [block U34b], 25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, 
lines 15-20); 

32. a predetermined key provided on a portion except for the display means (Figures 7 and 8 
[block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block U34b], 16 [block U34b], 25 
[block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 15-20); and, 

33. means for storing a condition of a job which is directed to a pausing job (Figures 7 and 8 
[blocks LI, L2, L3, L4], 14 [blocks U31, U32, U33, U34e]; column 17, line 45 to column 18, 
line 5); 

34. means for making the job which satisfies the condition pause when the predetermined 
key is operated (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks LI, L2, L3, L4], 14 [blocks U31, U32, U33, U34e]; 
column 17, line 45 to column 18, line 5); and 

35. wherein the job execution control apparatus is configured for executing a plurality of jobs 
in a parallel manner and is further configured for pausing at least one of the plurality of jobs 
independent of the remaining plurality of jobs (Figures 22 [block S14], 23; column 14, lines 42- 
60; column 15, lines 32-49). 

36. As per claim 14, Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus, comprising: 

37. means for storing a condition of a job which is directed to a pausing job (Figures 7 and 8 
[blocks LI, L2, L3, L4], 14 [blocks U31, U32, U33, U34e]; column 17, line 45 to column 18, 
line 5); 

38. means for making the stored job in response to a predetermined event (Figures 6, 7 
[blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11, 12 
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[block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48- 
53; column 13, lines 15-20); 

39. means for displaying the pausing job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block 
Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); 

40. means for specifying at least one job among the displayed jobs (Figures 7 and 8 [blocks 
U12a, U12c], 9 [block SU4], 10 [block SU27], 14 [block U34c], 16, 23 [block S04], 25 [block 
U25c], 26 [block U62c], 27 [block U72d]; column 13, line 62 to column 14, lines 17; column 15, 
lines 20-33); and 

4 1 . wherein the job execution control apparatus is configured for executing a plurality of jobs 
in a parallel manner and is further configured for pausing at least one of the plurality of jobs 
independent of the remaining plurality of jobs (Figures 22 [block SI 4], 23; column 14, lines 42- 
60; column 15, lines 32-49). 

42. As per claim 1 5, Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus capable, comprising: 

43. means for storing an attribute of a job which is directed to a pausing job (Figures 6, 7 
[blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11,12 
[block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48- 
53; column 13, lines 15-20); and, 

44. means for making the stored job having the stored attribute pause in response to a 
predetermined event (Figures 6, 7 [blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 
[blocks SU21, SU28], 1 1, 12 [block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 
[block S105]; column 12, lines 48-53; column 13, lines 15-20); 
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45. means for displaying the pausing job (Figures 6, 7 and [blocks L2, L3, L4], 9 [block 
Ul 1], 1 1, 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25, 26, 27; column 2, lines 42-47; column 12, lines 21-39); and 

46. means for stopping at least one job among the displayed jobs (Figures 7 and 8 [block 
U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block U34b], 16 [block U34b], 25 [block 
U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 15-20); and 

47. wherein the job execution control apparatus is configured for executing a plurality of jobs 
in a parallel manner and is further configured for pausing at least one of the plurality of jobs 
independent of the remaining plurality of jobs (Figures 22 [block SI 4], 23; column 14, lines 42- 
60; column 15, lines 32-49). 

48. Regarding claim 16, Hisatake teaches a job execution control apparatus comprising: 

49. means for storing a condition of a job which is directed to a pausing job (Figures 7 and 8 
[blocks LI, L2, L3, L4], 14 [blocks U31, U32, U33, U34e]; column 17, line 45 to column 18, 
line 5); 

50. means for making the stored job pause in response to a predetermined event (Figures 6, 7 
[blocks U12a], 8 [blocks U12a, L2, L3, L4], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 11,12 
[block S31, S34], 14, 16, 24a, 24b, 24c, 25 [blocks U51b], 28 [block S105]; column 12, lines 48- 
53; column 13, lines 15-20); 

5 1 . means for notifying at least an identifier of the pausing job in response to a 
predetermined event (Figures 9 [blocks SU9, SU10], 10 [blocks SU32, SU33], 12 [block S34], 
28 [blocks S102, S104, SI 15, SI 16]; column 13, lines 30-62; column 16, lines 11-23); 
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52. means for stopping at least one job instructed by the instruction apparatus among the 
pausing jobs (Figures 7 and 8 [block U12b], 9 [block SU5], 10 [blocks SU21, SU28], 14 [block 
U34b], 16 [block U34b], 25 [block U52b], 26 [block U62b], 27 [block U72c]; column 13, lines 
15-20); and, 

53. wherein the job execution control apparatus is configured for executing a plurality of jobs 
in a parallel manner and is further configured for pausing at least one of the plurality of jobs 
independent of the remaining plurality of jobs (Figures 22 [block S14], 23; column 14, lines 42- 
60; column 15, lines 32-49). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

54. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

55. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hisatake in lieu 
of obviousness. 

56. As per claim 1 0, Hisatake does not teach the additional condition to be defined as to 
whether the job corresponds to a background job, or a foreground job. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to teach the 
additional condition to be defined as to whether the job corresponds to a background job, or a 
foreground job in the display means taught in figure 8, block U2. One would be motivated to 
include such a function as to determine the importance of the job, and whether to perform any 
alterations on the job. 
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Conclusion 



57. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian La Forgia whose telephone number is (703) 305-7704. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7-5. 

58. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7240 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7239 for After Final communications. 

59. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Christian LaForgia 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2131 



elf 

July 16, 2003 



AYAZ SHEIKH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




